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 The 2020 Vallejo City Council District  
Elections 

Starting this 2020 election, the Vallejo City Council will begin 

transitioning to district wide elections. District elections are designed to 

ensure the unique needs of the different neighborhoods are 

represented. In a district-based election, a city is divided into 

geographic sections (districts) and voters are represented by a 

candidate who resides within their district. In this system, citizens 

cannot vote for candidates outside of their own district. 

Glen Cove is District 3. It includes all of Glen Cove and north on 

Rollingwood. There are 2 candidates running for this position. From 

their election filing statements: 

Louis Michael, Community Organizer: ñI support inclusive 

economic development. Our city has the potential to truly thrive, but 

our growth must be community-informed and [led] to provide 

opportunities for communities that have been historically left out. By helping our most marginalized, 

we are creating a pathway for all of us to succeed.I am running for City Council as someone who 

has a heart for the community and genuinely cares about our future as a city. I will approach issues 

by centering the voices of those who have been marginalized and disenfranchised.ò 

Guillermina ñMinaò Diaz, Nonprofit Director and Businessperson: ñI believe that to move 

Vallejo forward, we must maintain fiscal stability and a sustainable city budget. I am strong and 

capable of making hard decisions that will benefit our city. Collaboration between the city, 

businesses, non-profits[sic] and residents is imperative if we are to create a safe, thriving 

community where everyone is equally represented. A united community is a prosperous 

community.ò 

On September 17, The Glen Cove Community Association hosted a Zoom City Council Candidates 

Forum There were 10 questions crafted to encompass the unique needs of Glen Cove. Each 

candidate was given 2 minutes to respond to the questions. Below are highlights from this forum. 

The full video can be accessed at http://www.glencovevallejo.com. 
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ǒ As a candidate for City Council District 3, what specifically is Glen Coveôs greatest need? 

Both candidates identified the reopening of the Glen Cove Fire Station as Glen Coveôs greatest 

need. Louis also mentioned a perceived disconnect from Vallejo as a whole. 

ǒ Glen Cove residents voted to increase their own taxes in 2015 because of a serious revenue 

shortfall facing the LMD [Landscaping Maintenance District]. The promised improvements have not 

occurred. What will you do to ensure that our additional tax dollars are used for the proposed work? 

Both candidates stressed accountability, and Mina stated it would be one of her top priorities. 

ǒ How long has the Glen Cove Fire Station been closed, what would be your specific plan to get it 

reopened, and how long would you anticipate it will take to make this happen? 

Both candidates knew the Fire Station had been closed for 12 years due to a lack of city funding. 

Louis included receiving grants, reallocating the existing budget, and making the City recognize the 

need for the Glen Cove Fire Station. Mina offered low interest loans and grants as possible funding 

sources. They both agreed the reopening time is dependent on the funds available. 

ǒ Chief of Police Shawny Williams announced ...(8) new officer positions within the VPD . ... his 

vision for community-based policing . What do you think that means for Glen Cove? 

Mina offered more police officers doesnôt change anything and stressed the need to get police 

officers visible in the community. She emphasized the need for building police-resident relationships. 
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Louis stated before community based policing can start, the public has to trust the VPD, and 

addressed the need for changing the VPD culture, and any new officers must uphold [community] 

values that can be trusted. 

ǒ In our 2018 survey of Glen Cove residents, 80% of the respondents were concerned about cars 

speeding on Glen Cove Parkway & running red lights and stop signs. What would you do to help 

rectify these problems? 

Louis offered speed bumps, increased stop signs, and community accountability. He also spoke of 

the Traffic Enforcers model in Berkeley, Ca, which does not use police officers to issue routine 

traffic citations. Mina included increased camera surveillance, 

increased Neighborhood Watch, increased police patrol, speed 

bumps. She also stressed the need for youth education and more 

programs for youth. She concluded with a suggestion for round 

table discussions. 

ǒ The Glen Cove Community Association supported Black Lives 

Matter. What can you do to help ensure that our community 

remains unified and avoids the destructive violence plaguing so 

many cities? 

Mina emphasized communication, open dialogue with the VPD and 

city residents, meeting with victimôs families, concluding with the 

need to reach out to people. Louis mentioned his history of 

participating in peaceful protests, and the need for increased 

communication. He acknowledged all sides have to be willing to 

participate in difficult conversations. 

ǒ Measure G according to the Vallejo City Attorney, is a ñtransactions 

& useò tax within the City of Vallejo. The funds can be used for any 

municipal purpose. If Measure G passes, and since revenues are 

dwindling, how would you want this new tax revenue allocated? 

Louis questioned the effectiveness of Measure G, based on Vallejoôs 

pattern of not following through with proposed plans for funding. He 

believed funding is available by restructuring the existing budget. 

Mina stated she is opposed to Measure G. She stated it would be a 

blank check for the city. She also included the need for funding Youth 

Services and increased Senior Services. In conclusion, Mina stressed her 36 year residency in 

Vallejo, and her familyôs community roots. She offered her history of volunteering in the Latino 

community, establishing Vallejo High School programs, helping immigrants become naturalized, 

Louis said he was raised in Vallejo, and his wife is a Vallejo native. He focused on his ability to bring 

a fresh energy to the City Council, and stated marginalized residents of Vallejo and community 

safety would be his priorities. 

 

Watch the Entire Debate HERE 

,ÏÕÉÓ -ÉÃÈÁÅÌ 
$ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ Ω #ÁÎÄÉÄÁÔÅ  

'ÕÉÌÌÅÒÍÉÎÁ Ȱ-ÉÎÁȱ $ÉÁÚ 
$ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ Ω #ÁÎÄÉÄÁÔÅ  

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/play/Qe4eweF55CMIilRvvd-bO60BRtzMy2v4Q-Cfx9FqZeZ1Leol7VqVPOsefk7JwTkpputm0Z9oY8h1mXt5._sH_Rjq7rpyCAXZe?startTime=1600393529000
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